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Disclosure / DisclaimerDisclosure / Disclaimer

● Current employer: OMB Watch

● Former employers:
● American Library Association
● Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition

● My own work

● Not endorsed by them
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Transparency: public policy issueTransparency: public policy issue

● "There has been nothing in our time like this 
administration's obsession with secrecy."
– Bill Moyers re: President George W. Bush, 2005

● "Let me say it as simply as I can: transparency and the rule 
of law will be the touchstones of this presidency."
– President Barack Obama, 2009
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Transparency: science policy issueTransparency: science policy issue

● Congressional hearings in 2008 and 2010

● Presidential memorandum in 2009

● Provisions of the America COMPETES Reauthorization Act 
of 2010

● National Academies' Board on Research Data and 
Information (2009 – present)
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Defining the issue(s)Defining the issue(s)

Language Used

● Transparency

● Openness 

● Access

● Dissemination

● Sharing

● Disclosure

Information Sought

● Publications

● Data

● Grant information

● Conflicts of interest

● Clinical trial registration
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MotivationsMotivations

● Accountability

● Anti-corruption / Interference

● Efficiency / Maximization of return

● Participation

● Trust
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Mertonian normsMertonian norms

● Communalism

● Universalism

● Disinterestedness

● Organized Scepticism
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ObstaclesObstacles

● Inertia / Status quo bias

● Opposition from incumbents

● Tensions with other values
● Intellectual monopoly rights
● Scientific freedom
● Priority claims & reward structures
● Privacy / Human subjects protection
● Security
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Federal policiesFederal policies

● Constitution

● Statutes
● Appropriations riders

● Treaties

● Regulations

● Other international agreements

● Government-wide policies

● Department and agency policies

● Street-level bureaucracy
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ConclusionConclusion

● Future research
● Effects of transparency
● Comparative policy

● Future discourse
● Public policies
● Institutional policies
● Scientific norms
● Education and professional development
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Thank you!Thank you!

● Slides available at www.gavinbaker.com

● Please send feedback to grb10@fsu.edu


